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name could have existed so early as the 10th century B, C. In the Mahabharata we find a prominent place assigned to Brahma. Brahma has a very subordinate place in the Vedic hymns; but the Pali literature of the Buddhists belonging to the 5th and the 4th centuries B. C. indicate for the first time the prominence enjoyed by Brahma. The oldest reference to a work called Bharata or Mahabharata occurs in Asvalayana Grihya Sutra belonging to the 5th century B, C. Therefore we conclude that the disconnected battle songs of the Kurus were first composed in a literary form by one Vyasa (arranger) about the 5th century B. C The present Mahabharata defends the Pandavas as being valorous and virtuous. But there are apparent self contradictions found in the epic itself, namely that most of the Kurus are killed by some cunning means or other, Krishna being the instigator of all this diplomacy. Several portions defending the morality of the Pandavas are feeble, unconvincing and of later origin. Hence critics hold the opinion that, in the original version, the Pandavas were presented in an unfavourable light, aided in their treachery against the Kauravas by Krishna who was not at that stage considered to be an incarnation of God. The victory over Bhishma, Drona, Duryodhana etc. still have an element of unfairness in spite of the defences attempted in later versions. Probably when a change of the ruling dynasty took place, the bards under the new kings made changes to defend the conduct of the kings of the Pandu dynasty who came into power ?